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A Message from Governor Danita Utsman 

Dear Zontians,  

Today I am watching a 
beautiful snow falling in East 
Texas ï first time in several 
years.  I am also feeling very 
thankful that I have a warm, 
comfortable place to sleep at 
night.  This makes me even 
more conscious of our 
mission for Zonta 
International and it also 

makes me very proud that we are making a 
difference in and improving the lives of women all 
over the world. 

The calendar reminds me that our area meetings are 
just around the corner as well.  The first one coming 
up is on April 10, 2010 here in Longview at the new 
Hampton Inn.  I met with the Greater East Texas club 
this past week, and those women are fantastic.  They 
have planned an exciting Saturday night event that 
will benefit our local Habitat for Humanity.  It is the 
25th anniversary of Longview Habitat, and the event 
is called ñRaise the Roofò and the food will be Texas 
Roadhouse food!  It will be a very special night.  
Please plan to come.  You will be receiving the Call 
to Area meeting within the next week by email.

Right on the heels of area meetings, our Zonta 2010 
International Convention will be taking place on the 
Riverwalk in San Antonio.  I have registered online, 
and it is very simple.  I hope to see a record number 
of our members at Zonta 2010.  There will be many 
opportunities to volunteer during the convention.  The 
form for volunteering is on the Zonta 2010 website. 
Our district will have a table in the Zonta Marketplace 
and will have several great items on sale.  Bring your 
$$$$$. 

The ZI board met in February, and there are a few 
items from our liaison representative that I want to 
share.   

 I am sure our wonderful Foundation 
Ambassador will share this with you at Area 
meetings but April 1, 2010 is the deadline for 
district, club and individual giving.  You are 
urged not to miss that date, especially if you 
are approaching a new giving level. 

 You will hear more about this I am sure, but 
ZIF is encouraging ñ$90 for 90 years of Zonta 
Internationalò as a personal goal. 

 All members who have sponsored 2 new 
members for Zonta this year will also be 
recognized at ZI 2010.  What an opportunity 
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to encourage you to sponsor new members.  
However, March 1 is the deadline for this. 

 New simplified forms for Jane M. Klausman 
nominees will be posted soon for the 2010 
awards.  Please do not use the application 
forms downloaded prior to February 2.  There 
are also several new points to the criteria. 

Speaking of Foundation giving, one of my goals for 
my term as governor was to see an increase in 
individual giving.  So far, the increase is minimal, so 
please consider making an individual gift to ZIF in 
honor of or in memory of someone before this 
biennium is over. 

Congratulations are in order for the Zonta Club of 
Brownsville again.  On February 8, 2010, they 
celebrated the charter of the University of Texas 
Brownsville Golden Z-Club at a gala celebration.  
They have 15 members in this new Golden Z Club.  
Please send your congratulations and/or a monetary 
gift to the new Golden Z Club.

February is the month in which most clubs appoint 
their nominating committee to select club leadership 
for the next year, or perhaps 2 years.  Once again, I 
encourage every Zontian to step forward and place 
her name as a candidate for an office.  This is the 
best way to really be a part of your clubôs growth. 

You know by now before I close this article I will 
share a meaningful quote with you.  I just received a 
Valentineôs Day greeting from our local United Way 
and on it was this quote: 

Alone we can do so littleé 
together we can do so much. 

Helen Keller 

Until I see you all again at area meetings, keep the 
fire in you burning for Zonta District 10. 

Danita Utsman, Governor-

 

 

 
Governor Utsman checks out the digital photo frame presented to 

her by the board 

 

 
Danita loves her ñStarò quilt, which was signed by 

each member of the Board and the D10 Foundation 

Ambassador 

 
Back L-R: Kim Hitt, Barbara Yoder, Pris Truesdell, Lynn Altemeyer, 

Cathy Williams, Carolyn Smith, Judy Kautz 

Front: Danita Utsman and Janis Wood 
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Organization, Membership, and Classification  Lt. Gov.  Janis Wood

Greetings fellow Zontians,  

Iõm sure all of you are familiar 

with the saying òwhen you 

want something done, give it 

to the busiest person you 

know and it will get done!ó  

Look around your club, area, 

and district and I believe you 

will agree with me that Zontians are some of 

the busi est people you know.  Itõs true!   

This is the time of the Zonta  year when 

Zontians are being asked to serve as a club 

officer, committee chair, or even a district 

committee chair.  I smiled when I recently 

read newsletter articles across the district 

that  expressed some of my sentiments.  A 

common theme is that yes, these roles and 

responsibilities take time and energy.  But, 

the rewards are worth it!  The rewards not 

only strengthen each of us as individuals, but 

they reinforce why each of us joined Zonta .  

Why did we join, because we believe in our 

mission statement, Advancing the Status of 
Women.   

RECRUITMENT  

Recruiting the busiest person you know should 

assist us in recruiting new members!  Who are 

some of the busiest women you know thru 

personal and business contacts?  Does your 

club have something valuable to offer?  Does 

your club have a recruitment plan?  Is your 

club ending the Zonta  year with at least a net 

gain of one?  If not, you still have time to 

prepare your club for growth.  

REJUVENATION  

Many clubs have instituted social gatherings in 

addition to the monthly business meetings.  

òFriendraising ó is just as important as 

òfundraisingó and just as vital to the health of 

each club.   

REVITILIZATION   

Assigning mentors to new club members and 

developing friendships helps strengthen clubs.  

Mentoring aids the seasoned member to 

familiarize the history and customs of Zonta .  

Does your club offer diverse and interesting 

programs so that every member maintains a 

high level of enthusiasm?   

RETENTION  

Does your club use the resigning member 

questionnaire to understand and provide key 

information that could be useful on club 

growth and improvements?  This also could be 

accomplished by asking current members to 

complete the survey or questionnaire.  

Understan ding member losses or member 

dissatisfaction, whether it is because of time, 

costs, or other factors could lead to healthy 

club discussion and planning.  Inconvenience of 

meeting time or location could be a factor and 

lead to the possibility of a new club.   Honest 

evaluation of current club meetings, service 

projects, programs, and fellowship can lead to 

positive changes.  A diverse club, offering 

variety of programs and projects, can lead to 

a larger footprint of service in our 

communities.   

Good luck with club membership!  Your board 

is here to help your club with membership.  

Please call on any of us for your membership 

events and activities.  I look forward to 

hearing your clubõs plans and initiatives at 

area meetings this spring!  

Yours in Zonta  Serv ice,  

Janis, Lt Gov  

OMC Chair  
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ZI Foundation Ambassador  Barbara Yoder  

Sow a thought and reap a deed.  Yep, thatõs us in 

Zonta !  Our thoughts reap our mission 

statement:  òraising the status of women, 

worldwide.ó  This is perfect in our current world 

situation.   

Here is our district giving as of December 30, 

2009.  Our district is number 4 in district 

ranking, by now expected of  us and definitely 

wanted by me!  I applaud your efforts!  

Area One:   $48,392  

Area Two:   $44,204  

Area Three :  $28,955  

 Total:     $121,992  

Total clubs:   $90,601  

Total Individual :   $31,397  

Overall, ZIF fund giving versus goal stands at 

about 61% with 75% of the biennium gone.  The 

funds that are a little low at this point are 

Amelia Earhart and International Service.  The 

JK, YMPA, Rose, and ZISVAW appear to be on 

track.

I will be the first to admit that there are many, 

many forces pushing and pulling on us. It is an 

election year so folks want our support, Haiti 

needs our financial help and prayers, and our 

families will not stand by while we are distracted 

by day to day activities.  But I want to remind 

you that no amount of push and pull changes 

Zontaõs desire to make a real difference by 

touching one person or a whole village through 

international service, ZISVAW projects, or 

scholarships which touch layers and layers of 

people over generations.  

Hereõs my suggestion.  March celebrates 

International Womenõs Day and also our Zonta  

Rose day.  A gift in memory or honor of a special 

woman will make a big impact for the ZI 

foundation and is the gift that keeps on giving.  

Your honorary/memorial gift will not be 

forgotten by the recipient either!  As always I 

look forward to Area Meetings and seeing each 

one of you. I canõt wait to hear about your Rose 

Day projects too!   

Be well, stay encouraged, and do good work!  

Barbara Yoder  

Zonta InternationalðWomen of Haiti Need Our Support 

Zonta International President Beryl Sten comments on ZIôs response to support the 
women of Haiti. On this weekôs board agenda is, among many matters, the 2010 ï 2012 
ZISVAW proposals from the President-Elect. The Board has decided to recommend a 
ZISVAW project in support of the women of Haiti. This proposed project will be brought to 
the Convention in San Antonio for voting as laid out in the international bylaws. 

For those Zontians or Zonta clubs who may wish to make a more immediate personal or 
club contribution to the relief efforts, we encourage you to support UNIFEMôs efforts to 
provide urgently needed services for the protection of women and their families, 
specifically the rebuilding of womenôs shelters and the expanded provision of emergency 
services for women. Donations can be made online at https://secure.globalproblems-
globalsolutions.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1960&1960.donation=form1. 

If you make a donation to UNIFEMôs relief efforts, please inform UNIFEM that the 
donation is from a Zontian or Zonta club and notify Zonta International Headquarters via 
e-mail at advocacy@zonta.org. All donations to UNIFEM will be counted as an action in 
the SAY NO ï UNiTE to End Violence Against Women Campaign. 
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Area 1 News  Judy Kautz , Director  

A Note from the Area 1 Director:  Greetings, Sister 

Zontians!  Mark your calendars for our upcoming Area 1 

meeting, May 1, 2010 at the downtown Hilton in Fort 

Worth.  The Fort Worth ladies are working very 

earnestly to provide you with a great location, activities 

and refreshments at the area meeting.  We will once 

again conduct the meeting as a one-day event, with an 

emphasis on table topics and presentations that will be 

informative and interesting.  Weôll also get all the latest 

information on the upcoming Zonta International 

Convention, hosted by District 10, to be held at the 

Marriott in San Antonio, and weôll tell you what to 

expect if youôve never been to a ZI convention before.  

Presidents and Treasurers will get their books for the 

upcoming year, along with training on what to expect 

and how to perform their duties.  Of course, members of 

the other areas are certainly welcome to attend, 

especially if you canôt attend your own area meeting.  I 

look forward to seeing everyone in Fort Worth, and in 

San Antonio! 

Judy Kautz 

Area 1 Director 

Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma  

A Social With a Cause ï The Zonta Club of Central 

Oklahoma has established a new committee under the 

Legislative Awareness and Advocacy umbrella, one with 

a focus on the prevention of human trafficking.  This 

committee was spawned by a newly established 

organization in Oklahoma, Oklahomans Against 

Trafficking Humans (O.A.T.H.), which networks with 

law enforcement agencies, social service providers, 

mental health servers, the faith community, business 

sectors and individual activists to identify, rescue and 

restore victims of human trafficking here in Oklahoma.  

Club members got an introduction to the issue of human 

trafficking by attending a ñSocial With a Causeò where 

they viewed the Lifetime movie ñHuman Traffickingò 

introduced by Committee Chair Caroline Moore and 

facilitated by Sharon Hebert.  Refreshments included 

snacks, movie popcorn and drinks, to provide a truly 

movie theater atmosphere.  Attendees also brought 

donations for OATHôs newly established shelter, opened 

Feb 1, and generously provided $510 in materials and 

money toward the new shelter.  Mr. Mark Elam, Director 

of OATH, is the featured speaker at the February 

business meeting, where the club will learn about the 

upcoming May conference, and what they can do to 

help. 

Human Trafficking Committee Chair Caroline Moore (left) 

and facilitator Sharon Hebert introduce the movie ñHuman 

Traffickingò at the Zonta Club of Central Oklahomaôs 

Social With a Cause. 

Human Trafficking Committee member Judy Kautz (left) 

notes donations from Kathy Bishop at the Social With a 

Cause function. 

COK Celebrates Amelia Earhart - The Zonta Club of 

Central Oklahoma celebrated Amelia Earhart in January 

with guest speaker, Col Marcia Walker, the Senior 

Individual Mobilization Augmentee (IMA) to the 

Commander, 327th Aircraft Sustainment Wing, Tinker 

Air Force Base, Oklahoma.  Col Walker spoke about her 

experiences as one of the first women navigators in the 

Air Force.  After her remarks, club members concluded 

that Col Walker, like Amelia Earhart, was a pioneer for 

women in her own right. 
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 (L-R) VP Angie Weaver, guest speaker Col Marcia Walker, 

AE Chair Dalia Lopez and Pres Tiffany Smith after Col 

Walkerôs speech at the January meeting. 

Central Oklahoma Inducts New Member ï It seemed 

appropriate to induct Air Force Lt Andrea Ismirle as a 

new member in Zonta during the January Amelia Earhart 

celebration.  Lt Ismirle works at Tinker Air Force Base 

with a number of other COK Zontians, and she has 

attended several of the clubôs functions as a guest.  Club 

members welcomed her and look forward to keeping her 

involved in Zonta activities and projects.  Welcome, 

Andrea! 

Pres Elect Theresa Farris (L) and Pres Tiffany Smith (R) 

present new member Andrea Ismirle with a rose after her 

induction into the Central Oklahoma club.  Lt Ismirle was 

sponsored by Theresa. 

Zonta Club of Dallas 

At the October luncheon, we gave our monetary awards 

to our recipients from Our Friends Place, Family 

Gateway and Letot Center. Each received $2,250. 

 

 
Joyce (TLC housemother), Sue Thiers Hesseltine and 

Cynthia Cervantes - Our Friends Place 

 

 
Connie Boyd, Executive Director for Family Gateway, 

 
Cathy Brock, Residential Manager for Letot with club 

members Jan Robinson, Service Committee co-chair and 

President Terri Hornberger 
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Club Welcomes New Members - Our Zonta Zings have 

been quite successful this year. Thanks to Avis Ives for 

sponsoring the Zings and to Keri and Pat Johnson for 

the idea. The induction of five new members took place 

at Zontaôs 90th Birthday celebration on November 6th. 

Each was given a membership pin and the club pledged 

to support the members in upholding the ideals of Zonta. 

 
New Members (L-R): Mitzi Zappalo, Brigid King, Pat 

Johnson, Keri Johnson and Elizabeth Simon 

 

Zonta Club of Dallas-Fort Worth  

Hello from the Zonta Club of DFW! 

ZDFWôs December holiday dinner party was great fun 

including the White Elephant gift exchange game.  Our 

service projects included sending needed items to the 

Mine Dog unit in Afghanistan, the Battered Womenôs 

Foundation Holiday Event, Nursing Home facility 

support, and various other donations of goods, services, 

and funds in excess of $5,000.00. And of course, we 

always have fun at our Lupeôs fundraising dinners every 

first Monday of the month.  

 
Welcome Center at each meeting 

 
VP Sue Murray with party favor 

 
Member Annette Marsh & Daughter at Lupeôs 

Our January dinner meeting included guest speaker Kyle 

Newton on the topic ñNew Year, New Lenses, New 

Paradigmsò empowering us to make life as we want.  

The Amelia Earhart report was distributed at the meeting 

as well.  Our service projects included Battered 

Womenôs Foundationôs Day to Shine and also donations 

of items from A-Z to local established processing 

entities for distribution in excess of $10,000.00 in value. 

 
Guest Speaker Kyle Newton & Wife Tari


