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A Message from Governor Danita Utsman 

Dear Zontians,  

The fact that this is my final 
message to you caught me 
totally by surprise when I 
started thinking about what to 
say.  I want to use the ñtrickle 
upò approach in my message 
to all of you.  So, where do I 
start? 

I chose to start at the very 
foundation of District 10 ï all 
of the members of our 

district.  Thank you for a wonderful two years.  Your 
support has meant so much to me.  Thank you for 
your dedication to your club, Zonta International 
Foundation, and District 10 Foundation efforts. 

Next, to all club committee chairmen, it is so obvious 
your hard work has been well rewarded.  I have seen 
evidence of several new members, successful 
fundraisers, admirable service projects, and strategic 
planning for your clubôs future. 

Next on the way up, I thank all club officers, from 
Parliamentarians to Presidents.  You have my 
sincere appreciation for committing one, perhaps two 
years, to your clubôs success and growth.

 

Thanks to the clubs who sponsor Z-Clubs and 
Golden Z-Clubs.  Those young women are the future 
of Zonta International and by mentoring them, you 
are ensuring our future. 

Not to forget two outstanding conferences, thanks to 
Seguin and Brownsville for some very memorable 
weekends.  How can we ever do any better than 
ñShowtime in Seguinò and ñHave a Ball in 
Brownsvilleò?  You two clubs have created a 
challenge for future conference planning committees. 

To our irreplaceable Zonta International Foundation 
Ambassador, thank you, Barbara Yoder, for raising 
the bar on financial support for our own District 10 
Foundation and the Zonta International Foundation.  
You have encouraged individual giving and club 
giving, and I thank you sincerely. 

Who could overlook all the clubs who hosted Area 
meetings during the Biennium?  Kudos for your 
creativity and thanks for your hours of hard work in 
helping the District 10 STARZ reach new heights! 

To my Centurions, Dr. Sharron Miles, Dr. Mary 
Frances Gardner and the Queen, Candi Ward, you 
have been my Rock of Gibraltar.  When Iôve come to 
you for advice, you always came through for me.
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To all of you who agreed to serve as a chairman of 
one of my District 10 committees, thank you for a 
superior job.  Without your willingness to serve, our 
district effectiveness would have been diminished. 

Next to my dedicated board members, I would not 
have made it without your complete commitment to 
District 10.  The hours you have devoted to District 
10 business and board meetings helped put our 
board over the top in service and commitment to 
District 10. 

Finally, I move to my own report card.  Some of my 
goals for the biennium were to increase membership, 
increase attendance at area meetings and district 
conferences, increase individual giving to the Zonta 
International Foundation, and to increase awareness 
of Zonta International over all. 

¶ Our membership has not grown as much as I 
hoped, but our district is stable, so I donôt give 
myself a failing report on this goal, but I donôt 
get an A either.  I like to think of it as leaving 
some room for improvement for myself! 

¶ Individual giving to ZIF has increased some, 
but not to the point I can boast.  Thank you for 
all of you new individual givers, and please 
help spread the word that it really is painless. 

¶ Overall awareness of Zonta Internationalôs 
mission has improved thanks to our area 
meeting workshops and the very capable 
presenters. 

¶ Attendance at area meetings certainly had 
some high points during the past 2 years.  We 
had a record number of ñfirst timersò. 

¶ Attendance at conference held true and had 
the overall economy been better would have 
surpassed prior years. 

¶ Our registration for the ZI Convention is really 
exciting!  By April there were 95 registered so 
I feel sure we must be at the 100 level or 
more now.  I am looking forward to our District 
10 meeting on Friday afternoon in San 
Antonio. 

This is the longest ñthank youò note I have ever 
written, and Iôm sure after our final newsletter for the 
2008-2010 biennium is done, I will think of something 
I forgot to say.  However, I will close by saying the 
real STARZ of District 10 for the last 2 years have 
been ALL OF YOU! 

Together in Zonta always, 

Danita Utsman 

-

Thank you, Danita, for your service to Zonta International and District 10 for the 

2008 - 2010 bienni um. You have logged many miles visiting District clubs and their events! 

We appreciate all you have done.  

Dates to Remember:  

2010  

June  

 1  2010 - 2011 International dues payment and official club member lists 

due to Headquarters  (dues payment transmittal form sent in March 2010; club 
dues billing transmittal form available for download at www.zonta.org )  

 25 - 30  2010 Convention, San Antonio, Texas, USA  

 24   Registration opens, 1 pm  

 25   Financial Open Forum, 9 am , Alamo Ballroom, Riverwalk . This will 
include a workshop for district and club treasurers. You do not have 

to be a delegate to attend or speak. Questions can be sent in advance 

to zontafina nce@yahoo.com  

 25   District 10 Meeting, Riverwalk Salon C , 3:15  pm  (We only have the 
room for 30 mins, so be on timeéyou have to walk across the street 

to the Marriot t  Riverwalk Hotel)  

 30  Presidentôs Report and Standing Committee Reports due to District 

Se cretary.  The Presidentôs Report is used by the Governor for her ZI reports. 

The Standing Committee Reports will be judged for award purposes for District 
Conference.  
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Organization, Membership, and Classification  Lt. Gov.  Janis Wood

Hello  Sister Zontians,  

We are nearing the 

end of another 

biennium!  What an 

excellent opportunity 

to reflect what we 

have accomplished in 

our clubs, district and 

internationally and 

begin making plans for 

the future.  If you 

were unable to attend 

the area meet ings, I will recap some of the 

information I shared as the Organizational, 

Membership, and Classification (OMC) Chair 

for the district.  

International membership is above 31,000 and 

District 10 membership is 728.  The challenge 

is to use the partnership of  RETENTION and 

RECRUITING to increase the district 

membership by 10% to exceed 800 members.  

We ended the 2006 -2008 biennium with 828 

members and I know we can achieve that 

again!   

I hope all of you have had a chance to look at 

the new Zonta International  website.  Under 

Member Resources there are lots of tools, 

presentations, and scripts to use for new 

member orientation and recruiting gatherings.  

The new website is easy to navigate and you 

will find useful information to educate club 

members and prospec tive members on the 

uniqueness of Zonta International.  As you 

battle for the treasures, talent, and time of 

those special people you identify as future 

Zontians , use these tools to emphasize the 

common goals and objectives of Zonta.   

Just as our mission s tatement says: Zonta 

International is a global organization working 

to advance the status of women worldwide 

through  service and advocacy and can be 

compared to no other organization with such a 

specific mission.  The website provides 

information to share wit h prospective 

members as a recruiting tool.  

As your club closes out the Zonta year, it is 

also a great time to review the diversity of 

classifications within your club.  Each club 

must have members in at least one -fourth as 

many classifications as the clu b has members.  

No club shall be required to have more than 

25 classifications.  There are 24 pages of 

classifications!  Have a brainstorming session 

and identify contacts in new classifications 

that will bring a variety of businesses and 

professions in th e community, giving Zonta 

members the opportunity to meet executives 

and professionals in a wide variety of 

occupations, whose work is very different 

from your own.  Get all your club members 

involved in growing your club as we start the 

new biennium!   

Hope to see many of you in San Antonio in a 

few weeks where weõll once experience the 

warmth of international fellowship with 

Zontians from all over the world!   

Yours in Zonta Service,  

Janis  
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ZI Foundation Ambassador  Barbara Yoder  

Area meetings were wonderful this spring!  

Learning, networking and your generous 

giving to the foundation were on the agenda.  

Thank you to everyone that attended.  

Individual giving from all three meetings 

exceeded $6000 ! 

Over all the foundation funds are on track.  

April data shows that 90% of the goal has 

been reached.  The funds that are under 

that mark are International Service and AE. 

The Rose fund has exceeded its goal.  That 

fund can be used to fill the gap  for other 

programs and services.  

One month left to have a big finish for the 

foundation!  I hope that everyone at the 

area meetings carried our òto doó back to 

their clubs.  The big one to check off is 

making sure your club remembered the 2009 

pledge.   

I look forward to seeing everyone in San 

Antonio at 2010 Convention.  

Remember to visit the foundation booth!  

Not only can you learn more about the 

foundation programs and services to raise 

the status of women, you can participate in 

the new biennium kick off, too.  

    Respectfully,  
    Barbara Yoder  

 

Say NO Campaign Reaches 100,000 Actions

To: All Zontians 

With Zonta Internationalôs support of the UN Trust Fund, the Say NO - UNiTE to End Violence 
Against Women campaign successfully reached its goal of 100,000 actions by International 
Womenôs Day.  Zontaôs US$100,000 donation was featured on the Say NO website, and our 
participation was highlighted in the announcement that the campaign had met and surpassed its 
initial goal of 100,000 actions. 

Zonta International is now focused on helping the campaign reach its next goal of 1 million actions 
by November 2010.  With more than 30,000 members worldwide, Zonta can have a big impact; 
however, only 937 individuals have added their names to the global call on Zontaôs Say NO page.  I 
encourage every Zonta club to hold a club meeting during which every member of the club can add 
his/her name to the global call to end violence against women.  To add a name to the global call, 
please visit http://www.saynotoviolence.org/join-say-no/zonta-international-unites-say-no-violence-
against-women.   

To support the ongoing efforts of its supporters to ending violence against women, UNIFEM has 
created and launched an online Global Virtual Knowledge Center.  This site provides information on 
recommended practices and resources for ending violence against women and girls.  Go to the 
following website http://www.endvawnow.org/  to learn more! 

Please continue to send your clubôs service and advocacy efforts to end violence against women to 
advocacy@zonta.org.  Thank you all for your participation in the Say NO campaign. 

Beryl Sten, Zonta International President 

 

http://www.zonta.org/site/R?i=4tNuPYa9n4yLmMe5ydDfCQ..
http://www.zonta.org/site/R?i=4tNuPYa9n4yLmMe5ydDfCQ..
http://www.endvawnow.org/
mailto:advocacy@zonta.org
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Area 1 News  Judy Kautz , Director  

A Note from the Area 1 Director:  Thank you to all 

Area 1 Zontians for your incredible work during the 

2008-2010 Biennium.  I have truly enjoyed visiting all of 

you and seeing the huge difference you are making in 

the lives of disadvantaged women.  You truly epitomize 

our mission to advance the status of women worldwide 

through your service and advocacy.  I salute you! 

It has been an honor to serve with you and I look 

forward to seeing everyone at the Zonta International 

Convention in San Antonio! 

Yours in Zonta Service, 

Judy Kautz, Area 1 Director, 2008-2010 

Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma  

Central Oklahoma Presents Scholarships ï The Zonta 

Club of Central Oklahoma presented two Young Women 

in Public Affairs awards to local high school students in 

the Midwest City area.  Chiara Foster, Midwest City 

High School and Lauren Zurmehly, Carl Albert High 

School, both received recognition as YWPA honorees at 

their respective school awards ceremonies, and at the 

COK May meeting.  Of special note, Laurenôs 

grandmother was one of our original Zontians, Gwen 

Joiner, who was known for providing wonderful flower 

arrangements for the clubôs activities.  Lauren has also 

pursued her grandmotherôs skills! 

President Tiffany Smith (left) and Vice Pres Angie Weaver 

(right) present Chiara Foster with a check and yellow rose as 

YWPA honoree for the Zonta Club of Central Oklahoma. 

 

 

 

 

 

President Tiffany Smith (left) and Vice Pres Angie Weaver 

(right) present Lauren Zurmehly with a check and yellow 

rose as YWPA honoree for the Zonta Club of Central 

Oklahoma. 

COK Installs New Officers for 2010-2012 Biennium - 

The Zonta Club of Central Oklahomaôs own Janis 

Wood, Governor Elect for District 10, presided over a 

Trial by Jury installation of officers at the clubôs May 

meeting.  Installed for the next biennium were Theresa 

Farris  - President, Angie Weaver - President Elect, 

Sharon Hebert - Vice President, Diana Powell - 

Secretary, Connie Davis - Treasurer, and Janet Graber 

and Judy Strothmann - Directors.   

(L-R) Treasurer Connie Davis, Gov Elect and Installing 

Officer Janis Wood, Secretary Diana Powell, President, 

Theresa Farris, Vice President Sharon Hebert, Director 

Janet Graber, President Elect Angie Weaver, and Director 

Judy Strothmann after the installation of officers at the May 

meeting. 

Central Oklahoma Inducts New Members ï Outgoing 

President Tiffany Smith, as one of her last acts as 

President, had the pleasure of inducting three new 

members into the COK club.  Joining with their sister 

Zontians are Robyn Sunday-Allen, Honorary member 

and Woman of the Year, Karen Goss, sponsored by 
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Dalia Lopez, and Angela Anderson, sponsored by 

Caroline Moore.  These new Zontians were presented 

with their nametags, new member pins, club manuals 

and yellow roses.  Welcome, ladies! 

(L-R) President Tiffany Smith, new members Robyn Sunday-

Allen, Karen Goss and sponsor Dalia Lopez, and Angela 

Anderson and sponsor Caroline Moore during their 

induction ceremony at the Central Oklahoma Clubôs May 

meeting. 

Zonta Club of Dallas 

Ruth Maddox Celebrates 50 years in Zonta! 

Ruth Maddox 
jointed Zonta in 

1952 and epitomizes 

the Spirit of Zonta.  

Ruth has served our 

club in multiple 

ways with steady 

hand, a willing heart 

and a keen sense of 

Zontaôs mission.  A 

member of Zonta 

since 1952, with an 8-year leave of absence, Ruth has 

held every Executive Office and Board position in the 

Club, including Club President in 1974- 1975.  She has 

chaired several committees, some more than once.  She 

received the Spirit of Zonta Bess Judd Award in 1997. 

Ruth was the third woman to graduate with an 

Engineering degree from SMU.  She was the first 

woman hired as an engineer by Dallas Power Light 

Company (now TXU), where she worked for 37 years 

designing lighting systems for commercial and industrial 

buildings. 

Her daughter, Maryann, is also a Zontian. 

In MemoryðJean Patricia ñPatò Gordon 1922 - 

2010 

Jean Patricia ñPatò 

Gordon graduated from the 

St. Joseph Hospital School 

of Nursing in London, 

Ontario and served as 

Director of Nursing for the 

Scottish Rite Hospital in 

Dallas.  She played an active 

role in the planning of the 

present Scottish Rite 

Hospital building. 

Besides Zonta, Pat belonged 

in numerous organizations 
including The North Dallas 

Womenôs Club, Women of Rotary, and Widows for 

Shriners.  She played in three bridge clubs and 

volunteered for numerous organizations during her 

retirement. 

As a former District Governor, she was an instrumental 

member of Zonta Club of Dallas for many years and 

organized Zonta Club of Dallas 2. 

March meetingðAnita Gupta, Recycling and Up-

cycling 

Anita Gupta is director of Green Rules, a non-profit that 

is focused on environmental education through hands-

on programs.  As a Plano resident, she is involved with 

the City of Plano Sustainability and Environmental 

Services as a volunteer.  

Club members took part in a fun and educational hands-

on activity to learn to determine what items are 

recyclable in the City of Dallas and which are not.  Also, 

she mentioned the patch of garbage floating in the 

ocean.  ñThat plastic patch spans an area twice the size 

of Texasò (quoting from an article by Katerine 

Mieszkowski, August 10, 2007, Salon.com).  Anita can 

be reached at ag@green-rules.org or 214.499.1332. 

Zonta Club of Dallas-Fort Worth  

Hello from the Zonta Club of DFW! 

ZDFWôs MARCH dinner meeting included an 

international education workshop on the true situation of 

women in Nepal with guest speaker Richa Sharma, a 

woman who grew up in Nepal. We also had our official 

visit from our Area 1 Director, Judy Kautz.  Service 

projects included Zonta Bookmarkers to educators, and 

all the regular monthly projects of Battered Womenôs 

Foundationôs Day to Shine, shows at many local elder 

care centers supporting good emotional health for 

residents, fundraising dinner nights, food and clothing 

collections deliveries, educational programs, business 

consulting, library project, estate closeouts, funds to 

mailto:ag@green-rules.org
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causes, and a variety of national & international 

assistance request fulfillments.  

 
Speaker Richa Sharma from Nepal with VP Sue Murray 

 
VP Sue Murray, President Chantal Carey, and Area 1 

Director Judy Kautz 

In APRIL  our dinner meeting included the ñAdvancing 

Each Other ïOne to Anotherô workshop. Service 

projects included our very successful 2010 Woman of 

Achievement Awards & Scholarships Dinner & Silent 

Auction held at the Radisson Hotel DFW South in 

Irving, TX, with cash/value given away exceeding 

$1,700.00. Winners this year were:  Rose Veronica 

Olguin, YWPA Claudia Bueno, Klausmann Leann 

Gilliand, Post Grad Educator Award Dr. Ann Hughes, 

Business Award Mayor Dianne Costa, Womenôs 

Economic Development Award Melisa Denis, 

Outstanding Young Woman Award Richa Sharma, and 

Community Service Award Alison Moreland. Also, all 

the regular monthly service projects listed above in 

March were continued for April.   

 
Top L-R   Secretary Dottie Nicholson, VP Sue Murray, Rose 

Veronica Olguin, YWPA Claudia Bueno, Klausmann Leann 

Gilliand, President Chantal Carey, Treasurer William Carey, 

Member Annette Marsh, Member Crystal Smith 

Bottom L-R   Post Grad Educator Dr. Ann Hughes, Business 

Mayor Dianne Costa, Womenôs Economic Development 

Melisa Denis, Outstanding Young Woman Richa Sharma, 

Community Service Alison Moreland 

For MAY we had our Annual Club Awards Dinner & 

Installation of the 2010-2011 board plus a new member 

induction. Welcome to new member Richa Sharma 

sponsored by Sue Murray Ledbetter. Congratulations 

to ZDFW 2010 -2011 Board : President William Carey , 

Vice President Chantal Carey, Treasurer Sue Murray 

Ledbetter, Secretary Dottie Nicholson, Director Lady 

Theresa Thombs, and Director Annette Marsh. 

Service projects included education of members at the 

Area 1 meeting, awards & recognition to club members, 

gift bags of supplies to educators, Susan G Komen 

fundraising runs and more of the regular monthly service 

projects as listed above for March/April. 

We are in the ongoing process of club expansion. ZDFW 

asks you to please refer anyone in the DFW area you 

may want to see in Zonta to please come check us out 

and see if we are a fit. We meet at the Radisson Hotel 

DFW South in Irving, TX the second Monday of every 

month at 6:30pm. Please note the hotel has changed their 

name now to Park Inn. Anyone may contact us at 

zontadfw@yahoo.com. We look forward to seeing each 

of you at the convention next month!   

 

mailto:zontadfw@yahoo.com
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Zonta Club of Fort Smith  

Zonta Club of Fort Smith has a successful last 

quarter!  

With 496 flats of geraniums sold, the Zonta Club of Fort 

Smith had the most successful sale ever in the history of 

the club.  Over $8000 was profited that will fund the 

2010-2011 service year.  

 
Zonta Club of Fort Smith Top Geranium Sellers. Pictured 

are: Cheryl Garner, Julie Moncrief, Cathy Williams, Sheryl 

Flanagin, Geranium Sale Queen JoAnn Gedosh, and Lisa 

Sellers. 

Eight Zontians surprised Malia Putman by announcing 

that she is the 2010 District 10 Rose Scholarship Winner 

at the Single Parent Scholarship Fund donor reception at 

Hanna Oil held Thursday, May 14th. Malia expressed 

much appreciation to the club and to SPSF for 

supporting her throughout her studies. As she said, it is 

not just about the money, it is also about the personal 

support she gets from everyone involved. 

 
Pictured Front: Candy Foster and Cathy Williams.  Back: 

Kathy Coleman, 2010 District 10 Rose Scholarship Winner 

Malia Putman, Jo Carson, Julie Moncrief, Sheryl Flanagin, 

Kim Vann and Deborah Avillion. 

This is the third year in a row that the Zonta Club of Fort 

Smithôs local Rose Scholarship winner has been selected 

as the District 10 Rose Scholarship winner.  

 
Kim Vann, Kathleen King, Candy Foster, Kathy Coleman, 

Sheryl Flanagin, and Cathy Williams all attended the Area 1 

Conference in Fort Worth, Texas. 

The 2010-2011 Zonta Club of Fort Smith board was 

inducted at the May meeting by exiting President Julie 

Moncrief .  Board members inducted were President-

Kim Vann , Vice-President-Kathy Coleman, 

Treasurer-Linda Teague, Secretary-Yolanda Goins, 2 

year Director-Heather Robertson, and not pictured is 1 

year director-Debbie Adams. 

 
Heather Robertson, Yolanda Goins, Linda Teague, Kathy 

Coleman, and Kim Vann 

 


